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June 10, 2004Orleans Congress Square
Historical Marker Dedication

A public dedication ceremony for the Indiana historical marker to commemorate Orleans Congress Square

will be held on Thursday, June 17 at 10:00 a.m. E.S.T. on the square in Orleans, Orange County. Everyone is

invited to the dedication to help celebrate the significance of this historic site and the honor of receiving a state

historical marker. The text on the marker follows:

Orleans was platted March 11, 1815. This town square, called Congress Square, was part of the

plat. Orleans Academy was built here 1866, in operation by 1867. In 1870s, the Academy was

purchased, and its building was made part of the public schools. The building remained in use until

razed October 7, 1963. After 1963, a park was built here. Orleans Town Park was rededicated June

7, 2001 as part of a downtown revitalization. The restored bandstand nearby was built in 1926. As

in many other towns and cities, Congress Square has been the center of educational, social, political,

and business activity, creating a strong sense of community throughout Orleans’ history.

Indiana heritage continues to gain attention by the placement of historical markers throughout the state

commemorating significant Indiana people, places, and events. The installation of historical markers helps

communities present, promote, and preserve their rich history for both citizens and visitors. Via the Internet, that

history is reaching a worldwide audience.

For decades the Indiana Historical Bureau has administered the Indiana Historical Marker program. These

markers have the familiar dark blue background with gold lettering and the outline of Indiana at the top. There

are 450 of these markers across the state.

For a digital version of this release and further information about this marker, the state Historical Marker

Program, and other resources about Indiana, visit the Indiana Historical Bureau Web site at <www.IN.gov/

history> or call 317-232-2535.
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